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Mr. KraBer. Yes, sir.

Mr. TaveNNeEr. Was that a camp for adults and children?

Mr. KraBer. Yes, sir.

Mr, Tavenner, Or was it just a camp for children ?

Mr. Kraper. No,sir; they had a children’s adjunct.

Mr. ScrrrEr. You knew Tionel Stander to be a member of the
ommunist Party, did you not?

Mr. Kraper. 1 decline to answer that question, sir, on the grounds
{ the first amendment and I assert my privilege under the fifth
mendment also.

Mr. Tavenxer. Did 1 understand you to say that you were a di-
sctor for CBS ?

Mr. Kraser. Yes; I was executive producer at one time of all of
'BS television,and I handled the budget of $100,000 a week.

Mr. Tavexner. That was over what period of time?

Mr. Kraper. I was with CBS all together about 10 years
util in the Journal American one day an article came out about me
fter a tape of a program in which T was a guest star had been remade
n WNYQC, at the time when the McCarthy committee was investigat-
ng WNYC, which is the New York City station. This character
1 the Journal American wrote a front-page piece about a
secutive being guest artist on WNYC, the city-owned station.

Mr. TavenNEer. And were you the guest?

Mr. Kraser. Excuse me sir, but I believe you gave orders to the
ameramen to desist.

Chairman Warter. I don’t see anyone taking any pictures.

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner.

Mr. TavexnNgr. Tell us when your directorship terminated? Did
-on say 1951%

Mr. Kraper. In 1951 I was director of special events for the
Solumbia Broadeasting System radio network, and by this time the
olevision and radio networks had separated into separate companies.

Mr. Taven~er. How much money did you say that you handled for
he company per week ?

Mr. Kraser. That was during the period 1 was executive producer,
nd I naturally was the watchdog of the budget.

Mr. TAVENNER. That is what 1 am trying to get at. Over what
seriod of time were you director?

Myr. Kraper. This would be 194950, 1 suppose.

Mr. SCHERER. During that time you were a member of the Com-
punist Party, and an active member, were you not ?

Mr. Krager. 1 decline to answer that question under the grounds
,f the first amendment, and I assert my privilege under the fifth
imendment.

Mr. TaveNNER. As executive producer was one of your duties that
f employment of talent? ‘

Mr. Kraper. Yes,sir.

Mr. Scuerer. You wouldn’t blacklist at that time any talent who
yere members of the Communist Party, would you?

Mr. Kraser. 1 loathe the blacklist, and I think one of the reasons
or the blacklist is, if T may say s0, this committee. When 1 was

.alled into the president’s office, after the old smears had appeared in

he Journal American, he opened the interview with me by saying
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«You have one of the finest records of any young .execu_tive in the
company,” and then he proceeded to demand my resignation because
he said they had reason to believe that I was about to receive a subpena
from the un-American committee. This wasin 1951, and since 1951,
and it is now 1955, 1 have been denied my income v,«:hlch T should
be earning, and furthermore the public of the United States has been
denied the use of my trained talents. o

Chairman WavLrer. Now here is a great opportunity for you to
clarify the atmosphere for all timme to come.

Areyounow a member of the Communist Party? )

Mr. Kraser. If you will read a small book by Dean Griswold

Chairman WALTER. Will you answer that question® Are yout

Mr. Kraser. 1 decline to answer that under the grounds of the first
amendment, and I assert my privilege under the fifth an}endn}en}b, and
I feel that I am upholding the Constitution of the United States by
declining to answer that question. ] )

Mr. TavenNeg. Lhaveno further questions, Mr. Chairman. )

Chairman WALTER. The witness is excused, and the committee will
be in recess for 10 minutes. - _

(A short recess was thereupon taken by the committee.)

Chairman WALTER. The committee will come to order.

Will you call your next witness, Mr, Tavenner ¢

Mr. Tavennigr. Mr. Peter Seeger, will you come forward, please,
sir?
Chairman Warreg. Do you sweat that the testimony you are about
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,

so help you God ? )
Mr. Sgecer. 1do,sir.

TESTIMONY OF PETER SEEGER,
PAUL L

PANIED BY HIS COUNSEL,

Mr. TAVENNER. You arg Mr. Peter Seeger ¢ L j

Mr, Sescer. That is my name. { £ :

Mr. Tavenner. Willyou spell your last name, please? /

Mr. Sgecer. S-e-e-g-e-I. / )

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden-
tify himself for the record ?

Mr. Ross. Paul L. Ross, New Y ork City. )

Mr. TavenNer. When wnd where were you born, Mr. Seeger?

Mr. Sereer. 1 wasbornin New Yorkin 1919.

Mr. Tavexner. What is your profession or occupation ? 5

Mr. Sereer. Well, T have worked at many things, and my main
profession is a student of American folklore, and I make my living as
a banjo picker, sort of damning in some people’s opinion.

Mr. Tavex~er. Has New York been your headquarters for a con-
siderable period of time?

Mr. Seger. No, I lived here only ravely until I left school and after
a year or two or a few years living here after World War II, I got
back to the country where I always felt more at home.

Mr. TAVENNER. You say that you were in the Armed Forces of the
United States® '

Mr. Sercer. About three and a half years.

68010—55—pt. T—"0
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us please the period of your service?
Mr. Seecer. I went in in July 1942, and I was mustered out in De-
ember of 1945.

Mr. Taven~Eer. Did youattain the rank of an officer ¢

Mr. Sercer. No. After about a year I made Pfe, and just before I
yot out 1 got to be T-5, which is the equivalent of a corporal’s rating,
» long hard pull.

Mr. Tavener. Did you become a member of the Reserves?

Mr. Seecer. No, I did not.

Mr. TavenNer. Mr, Chairman, may 1 confer with you about another
matter for a moment ¢

Chairman Warter. Allright.

(Whereupon a short recess was taken.)

Chairman Warter. The Chair wishes to announce that the wit-
nesses, Sam Jaffe and Jerome Chodorov are excused until further
notice on the application of their attorney, Sidney Cohen, who has
represented to the committee that he has an important engagement
with the mayor of the city of New York.

We will proceed.

Mr. TaveNNER. Mr. Seeger, prior to your entry into the service in
1942, were you engaged in the practice of your profession in the area
of New York ?

Mr. Sercer. 1t is hard to callit a profession. I kind of drifted into
it and I never intended to be a musician, and I am glad I am one now,
and it is a very honorable profession, but when I started out actually
I wanted to be a newspaperman, and when I left school

Chairman Warter., Will you answer the question, please?

Mr. Sercer. 1 have to explain that it really wasn’t my profession.
I picked up a little change in it. ~

Chairman Warter. Is it your profession?

Mr. Szreer. It is my profession. o

Chairman Warrer. Did you practice your profession ?

Mr. SereER. I sang for people, yes, before World War IT, and T also
did as early as 1925, :

Mr. Tavenyer. And upon your return from the service in December
of 1945, you continued in your profession?

Mr. Serporr. 1 continued singing, and I expect I always will.

Mr. Tavensek. The committee has information obtained in part
from the Daily Worker indicating that over a period of time, especially
iilnce December of 1945, you took part in numerous entertainment fea-

res.

T have before me a photostatic copy of the June 20, 1947 issue of the

Daily Worker. In a column entitled “What’s On,” appears this adver-
tiserent :

Tonight—Bronx, hear Peter Seeger and his gui i
armin £ s guitar, at Allerton Section house-

May I ask you whether or not the Allerton Section was a section of
the Communist Party?

Mr. SerGer. Sir, I refuse to answer that question whether it was a
quote from the New York Times or the Vegetarian Journal.

Mr. Tavex~er. I don’t believe there is any more authoritative docu-

ment in regard to the Communist Part than its offici
o Warar y s official organ, the
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Mr. Scuerer. e hasn’t answered the question, and he merely said
he wouldn’t answer whether the article appeared in the New York
Times or some other magazine. .

T ask you to direct the witness to answer the question.

Chairman Warrer. Ldirect you to answer._

Mr. SEEGER. Sir, the whole line of questioning—— ' )

Chairman WALTER. You have only been asked one question, so far.

Mr. SeecEr. I am Dot going to answer aty questions as to my associa-
tions, my philosophical or religious beliefs or my political beliefs, or
how I voted in any election or any of these private affairs. I think
these are very improper guestions for any American to be asked, es-
pecially under such compulsion as this. ) ]

1 would be very glad to tell you my life if you want to hear of it.

Mr. Tavex~er. Has the witness declined to answer this specific ques-
tion?

Chairman Warrer. He said that he is not going to answer any ques-
tions, any names or things.

Mr. ScuEreR. He was directed to answer the question.

Chairman WALTER. Yes.

Mr. Taven~eg. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 1,” for identification only.

Chairman Warter. Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. Tavenner. 1 have before me a photostatic copy of the April
30, 1948, issue of the Daily Worker which carries under the same title
of “What’s On,” an advertisement of a “May Day Rally: For Peace,
Security and Democracy.” The advertisement states:

Are you in a fighting mood? Then attend the May Day rally.

Expert speakers are stated to be slated for the program, and then
follows a statement, “Entertainment by Pete Seeger.” At the bottom
appears this: “Auspices Essex County Communist Party,” and at the
top, “Tonight, Newark, N.J.”

id you lend your talent to the Essex County Communist Party on
the occasion indicated by this article from the Daily Worker ?
~ Mr. Sexcer. Mr. Walter, I believe I have already answered this
question, and the same answer.

Chairman Warter. The same answer. In other words, you mean
that you decline to answer because of the reasons stated betore?

Mr. Sercer. I gave my answer, sir.

Chairman Warter. What is your answer ?

Mr. Seecrr. You see, sir, I feel

Chairman Warter. What is your answer ?

Mr. Sgeeer. 1 will tell you what my answer is.

(Witness consulted with counsel.) -

Mr. Sercer. 1 feel that in my whole life I have never done any-
thing of any conspiratorial nature and I resent very much and very
deeply the 1mplication of being called before this committee that in
some way because my opinions may be different from yours, or yours,
Mr. Willis; or yours, Mr. Scherer; that I am any less of an American
than anybody else. Ilovemy country very deeply, sir.

Chairman Warrer. Why don’t you make a little contribution to-
ward preserving its institutions?

" “Mr. Seraer. 1 feel that my whole life is a contribution, that is why
1 would like to tell you about it.




4450 COMMTUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA

Mr. Lee Hays was a member of the board of directors, was he not,

long with you, in this organization

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you not the editor of People’s Songs, and a
srember of the board of directors in 19471¢

Mr. Sescre. My answer is the same as before.

Mr. Tavexner. You were actually the national director of this
rganization, were you not?

Mr. Seeer. My answer is the same as before. ‘

Mr. Tavenner. Was the organization founded by Ala};‘;Lomax?

Mr. Sereer. My answer is the same as before. FARN

Mr. TAvENNER. Was the booking agent of People’s Songs, an organ-
zation known as People’s Artists?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same.

Mr. Tavexner. Will you tell the committee please whether or not
during the weekend of July 4, 1955, you were & member of the Com-
munist Party ?

Mr. Sercer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TavenNEer., Were you a member of the éommunist Party at any
time during the various entertainment features in which you were
alleged to have engaged ?

Mr. Sggcer. My answer is the same.

Mr. TaveNNEr. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ¢

Mr. Sepeer. My answer is the same.

Mr. Scuerer. I ask for a direction on that question.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer.

Mr. Sererr. My answer is the same as before.

My, Taven~er. I haveno further questions, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Warrer. The witness is excused.

The cormmittee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock.

(The committee thereupon recessed at 12:40 p. m., to reconvens at

2 p. m., thesame day.)
AFTERNOON SESSION—AUGUST 18, 1955

“hairman Wacrer. The committee will be in order.
Call your witness, Mr. Tavenner.
Mr. Tavenyer. Mr., Ivan Black, will you come forward please?
Chairman Warrer. Mr. Black, will you raise your right hand?
Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ?

Mr. Brack. Ido.

TESTIMONY OF IVAN/BLACK, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL,
LEONARD B. BOUDIN R

Myr. Brack. Mr. Chairman, T haveno objection to the gentlemen tak-
ing pictures. Asa public relations man, however, I would like to have
them let me know when they are going to take them because I hate to
have a picture taken of me looking down-hearted to get into the press,
because I am not. )

Chairman Warrer. I know how you feel, they have done that to me
frequently. - ’

i F T
PR O S I P!"‘,’"l
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Mr. Brack. You have more to worry about.

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please?

Mr. Brack. Ivan Black.

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been known by any other name than Ivan
Black, or has there been a different spelling of your last name ?

Mr. Brack. No different spelling of my last name since I was born
that I know of.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Brack. Oh yes, I was born under the name of Israel Black. I
discovered that was on my birth certificate many years ago, and 1 have
been known as Ivan Black for the last 30 years.

Mr. Tavex~er. Have you been known by a spelling of B-l-0-c-k in
the last name?

Mr. Brack. No, sir, never.

Mr. TavenNer. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden-
tify himself for the record?

Mr. Boupin. Leonard B. Boudin, 25 Broad Street, New York.

Mr. Tavenyer. When and where were you born, Mr. Black?

Mr. Brack. I wonder if they would put that shade around, be-
cause I can’t see you, or T can’t see anything. Would you pull that
chade around so that the light is not inmy eyes?

Mr, Tavenner. That will be done.

Mr. Brack. Thank you very much.

Mr, Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Black?

Mr. Brack. Iwasbornin Philadelphia, May 14, 1903.

Mr. Taven~er. Where do you now reside?

Mr. Brack. Iresidein New York City.

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in New York City?

Mr. Brack. Off and on sir, since 1928, and full time in New York
since 1931, the last 24 years.

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ¢

Mr. Brack. I am a public relations counsel and publicity consultant.

Mr, Tavenner. Will you tell the committee please what your for-
mal educational training has been ¢

Mr. Brack. I went to grammar school in Philadelphia and Trenton,
N. J., and I went to Trenton High School, class of 1920. I won the
Trenton Times scholarship, first prize scholarship, and went to Har-
vard 4 years and recommended for the bachelor of arts degree cum
laude in fine arts, and scholarship in fine arts, that is, the history and
development of painting, sculpture, and architecture, and practiced
arahitecture in Florida for 3 years, almost 3 years, and my eyes went
bad. :

Mr. Tavenner. About what date was that?

Mr. Brack. 1925, 1926, and 1927. My cyes went bad, and 1 don’t
like to say that when I couldn’t see right, I became a newspaperman,
but I did. I became a newspapermat, and my eyes got back to normal
during that time, but there was a depression on and the most unem-
ployed profession in America T believe were the architects, since there
was no construction, and so I stayed in the newspaper and writing
end of activities, and got into publicity first in 1928.

Then T went back to the newspaper business.

Mr, Tavenwer. When did you come back to the newspaper business?

Mr. Brack. In 1929. I was on the Boston Transeript as a feature
writer with a byline; and Boston Post as a reporter; Philadelphia
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~ Thave before me a photostatic copy of a page from the June 1, 1949
issue of the Daily Worker, and in a column entitled “Town Talk,”
there is found this statement:

The first performance of a new song 1f I Had a Hammer, on the theme of the
Toley Square trial of the Communist leaders, will be given at the testimonial
dinner for the 12 on Priday night at St. Nicholas Arena * * *. Among those
on hand for the singing will be * * * Pete Seeger, and Lee Hays—
and others whose names are mentioned.

Did you take part in that performance?

Mr. SEEGER. 1 shall be glad to answer about the song, sir, and I am
not interested in carrying on the line of questioning about where 1
have sung any songs.

Mr. TaveNner. 1 ask a direction.

Chairman Warrer. You may not be interested, but we are, however.
I direct you to answer. You can answer that question.

Mr. SercEr. I feel these questions are improper, sir, and I feel they
are immoral to ask any American this kind of question.

Mr. Tavenner. Have you finished your answer $

Mr. Seecer. Yes, sir.

Myr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
{hat it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 4,” for identification only and
to be made a part of the committee files.

Mr. SEEGER. 1 am sorry you are not interested in the song. Itisa
good song.

Mr. TavenNer. Were you present in the hearing room while the
former witnesses testified ?

Mr. SeecEr. 1 have been here all morning; yes, sir.

My, Tavexser. I assume then that you heard me read the testimony
of Mr. Kazan about the purpose of the Communist Party in having
its actors entertain for the benefit of Communist fronts and the Com-
munist Party. Did you hear that testimony ¢

Mr. Srraer. Yes; I have heard all of the testimony today.

Mr. Tavenser. Did you hear Mr. George Hall’s testimony yester-"
day in which he stated that as an actor, the special contribution that
he was expected to make to the Communist Party was to use his tal-
ents by entertaining at Communist Party functions? Did you hear
that testimony ?

Mr. Seecrr. I didn’t hear it; no.

Mr. TaveNNER. 1t is a fact that he so testified. I want to know
whether or not you were engaged in a similar type of service to the
Communist Party in entertaining at these features.

{(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sercer. 1 have sung for Americans of every political per-
suasion, and I am proud that I never refuse to sing to an audience,
no matter what religion or color of their skin, or situation of life.
I have sung in hobo jungles, and I have sung for the Rockefellers,
and I am proud that I have never refused to sing for anybody. That
is the only answer I can give along that line.

Chairman Warrer. Mr. Tavenner, are you getting around to that
letter? 'There was a letter introduced yesterday that I think was of
greater importance than any bit of evidence adduced at these hear-
ings, concerning the attempt made to influence people in this pro-
fessional performers guild and union to assist a purely Communist
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cause which had no relation whatsoever to the arts and the theater.
Is that what you are leading up to ¢

‘Mr, Tavenner. Yes; it 1s. That was the letter of Peter Lawrence,
which I questioned him about yesterday. That related to the trial
of the Smith Act defendants here at Foley Square. I am trying to
inquire now whether this witness was party to the same type of propa-
ganda effort by the Communist Party.

Mr. Scuergr. There has been no answer to your last question.

Mr, Taven~er. That is right; may I have a direction?

Mr. Seeeer. Would you repeat the question? I don’t even know
what the last question was, and I thought I have answered all of them
up to now.

Mr. Tavenner. What you stated was not in response to the question.

Chairman WarTer. Proceed with the questioning, Mr. Tavenner.

Mr. Tavenner. I believe, Mr. Chairman with your permission, 1
will have the question read to him. T think it should be put in exactly
the same form.

(Whereupon the reporter read the pending question as above
recorded.) .

Mr. Sexarr. “These features”; what do you mean? Except for
the answer I have already given you, I have no answer. The answer
I gave you, you have, don’t you? That is that I am proud that I
have sung for every American, Americans of every political per-
suasion, and I have never refused to sing for anybody because I dis-
agreed with their political opinion, and I am proud of the fact that
my songs seem to cub across and find perhaps a unifying thing, basic
humanity, and that is why I would love to be able to tell you about
these songs, because I feel that you would agree with me more, Sir.
I know many beautiful songs from your home county, Carbon, and
Monroe, and I hitchhiked through there and stayed in the homes of
miners.

Mr, Tavenneg. You are getting away from the question. My ques-
tion was whether or not you sang at these functions of the Communist
Party. You have answered it inferentially, and if T understand your
answer, you are saying you did.

Mr. Sescer, Except for that answer, T decline to answer further.

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sing at functions of the Communist Party,
at Communist Party requests?

Mr. Seeeer. I believe, sir, that a good 20 minutes ago, I gave my
answer to this whole line of questioning.

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes; but you have now beclouded your answer by
your statement, and T want to make certain what you mean. Did you
sing at the Communist Party functions which T have asked you about,
as a Communist Party duty?

Mr. Sercer. 1 have already indicated that I am not interested, and
1 feel it is improper to say who has sung my songs or who T have sung
them to, especially under such compulsion as this.

Mr, Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party
since 1947%

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sgecer. The same answer, gir.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer that question.

Mr. Sreer. I must give the same answer as betore.
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Myr. Tavenner. I have a throwaway sheet entitled “Culture Fights
Back, 1953, showing entertainment at the Capitol Hotel, Carnival
Room, 51st Street at 8th Avenue, in 1953, sponsored by the Commit-
teo To Defend V. J. Jerome. 1t indicates that Pete Seeger was one
of those furnishing the entertainment. Will you tell the committee,
please, whether or not you were asked to perform on that occasion,
and whether or not you did, either as & Communist Party directive,
or as what you considered to be a duty to the Communist Party?

Mr. Sexcer. 1 believe I have answered this already.

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you acquainted with V. J.Jerome?

Mr. Sercer. 1 have already told you sir, that I believe my associa-

‘tions, whatever they are, are Iy own private affairs.

Mr. TaveNNER. You did know, at that time, in 1953, that V. J.
Jerome was a cultural head of the Communist Party and one of the
Smith Act defendants in New York City? g

Mr. SeEcER. Again the same answer, gir.

Mr. Scaerer. You refuse to answer that question?

Mr. SEEGER. Yes, SiT.

Chairman Warter. That is understood.

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 5” for identification only.

Chairman Warteg. It will beso marked and received.

Mr. Tavexner. 1 hand you a hotograph which was taken of the
May Day parade in New York City in 1952, which shows the front
rank of a group of individuals, and one isin a uniform with military
cap and insignia, and carrying a placard entitled “Censored.”

Will you examine it please ang state whether or not that is a photo-
graph of you?!

(A document was handed to the witness.)

Mr. Seraer. It is like Jesus Christ when asked by Pontius Pilate,
4 Are you king of the Jews 38

Chairman Warter. Stop that.

Mr. SereER. Let someone else identify that picture.

Mr. Scirerer. 1 ask that hebe directed to answer the question.

Chairman Waurer. I direct you to answer the question.

Mr. Sercur. The question—*Do 1 identify this photograph”?

Chairman WALTER. Yes.

Mr. Seecer. 1 say let someone else identify it.

Mr. Taven~er. 1 desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Txhibit No.6.”*

Chairman Warrer. Make it apart of the record.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. TAVENNER. Tt is noted that the individual mentioned is wearing
a military uniform. That was in May of 1952, and the statute of lim-
itations would have run by now as to any offense for the improper
wearing of the uniform, and will you tell the committee whether or
not you took part in that May Day program wearing a uniform of an
American soldier?

Mr. Sgpaer. The same answer as before, sir.

Chairman Warrer. I direct you to answer that question.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

. 1 See Lee exhibit No. 1.
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Mr. Scmerer. I think the record should show that the witness Te-
mains mute, following the direction by the chairman to answer that
question.

Mr. Seecer. The same answer, sir, as before. ) ) )

Mr. Scuerer. Again I undersand that you are 0ot invoking the fifth
amendment ¢

Mr. Seecer. That is correct.

Mr. Scuerer. We are not accepting the answers or the reasons you

ave.
g Mr. Seecer. That is your prerogative, sir. ]

Mr. Scaerer. Do you understand it 1s the feeling of the committee
that you are in contempt as a result of the position you take?

Mr. Seecer. 1 can’t say.

Mr. Scuerer. 1 am telling you that that is the position of the com-
mittee.

Mr. Tavenner. The Daily ‘Worker of April 21, 1948, at page 7, con-
tains a notice that Pete Seeger was a participant in an affair for Fer-
dinand Smith. Will you tell the committee what the occasion was at
which you took part?

Mr. Sexcer. I hate to waste the committee’s time, but I think surely

ou rust realize by now that my answer is the same.

Mr. TavENNER. Do you know whether Ferdinand Smith was under
deportation orders at thattime?

Mr. SercER. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Taven~er. I think that he was not under deportation orders
until a little later than that.

Chairman Warrer. What hisname?

Mr. TavenNer. Ferdinand Smith, a Communist Party member and
former vice president of the aritime union.

My purpose in asking ygu these questions, Mr. Seeger, is to deter-

‘mine whether or not, In agcordance with the plan of the Communist

Party as outlined by Mr. Kazan and Mr. George Hall, you were per-
forming a valuable service to the Commuunist Party, and if that was
the way they attempted to use you.

Mr. Sexcer. Is that a question, sir?

Mr, Tavexner. That is my explanation to you, with the hope that
you will give the committee some light on that subject.

Mr. Seraer. No, my answer is the same as before.

Mr. TavenNer. Did you also perform and entertain at various func-
tions held by front organizations such as the American Youth for
Democracy? I have here photostatic copies of the Daily Worker
indicating such programs were conducted in Detroit in 1952, at Green-
Wfich Village, on May 10, 1947, and again at another place in March
of 1948.

Did you entertain at functions under the auspices of the American
Youth for Democracy ¢

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sercer. The answer is the same, and I take it that you are not
interested in all of the different places that I have sung, and why don’t
you ask me about the churches and schools and other places?

Mr. Tavenner. That is very laudable, indeed, and T wish only that
your activities had been confined to those areas.
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If you were acting for the Communist Party at these functions,
we want to know it. We want to determine just what the Communist
Party plan was.

Mr. Scusnur. Witness, you have indicated that you are perfectly

willing to tell us about all of these innumerable functions at which
-ou entertained, but why do you refuse to tell us about the functions
that Mr. Tavenner inquires about ?

Mr. Sseaer. No, sir, I said that I should be glad to tell you about
all of the songs that I have sung, because I feel that the songs are the
clearvest explanation of what I do believe in, as a musician, and as an
Americall.

Mr. Scueres. Didn’t you just say that you sang before various re-
ligious groups, school groups?

Mr. Serceg. 1 have said 1t and T will say it again, and I have sung
for perhaps——

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. SCHERER. You are willing to tell us about those groups ?

Mr. Seecer. I am saying voluntarily that 1 have sung for almost
gvery religious group in the country, from J owish and Catholic, and
Presbyterian and Holy Rollers and Revival Churches, and 1 do this
voluntarily. I have sung for many, many different groups, and it 18
hard for perhaps one person to believe, I was looking back over the 20
years or so that 1 have sung around these 48 States, that 1 have sung
in so many different places.

Mr. Scaeres. Did you sing before the groups that Mr. Tavenner
asked you about?

Mr. Seeaer. 1 am saying that my answer is the same as before. I
have told you that I sung for everybody.

Chairman WarTer. Waita minute. You sung for everybody. Then
are we to believe, or to take it that you sang at the places Mr. Tavenner
mentioned

Mr. SeeGer. My answer is the same as before.

Chairman WaLTer. What is that? -

Mr. Sercer. 1t seems to me like the third time I have said it, if not
the fourth.

Chairman Warter. Maybe it is the fifth, but say it again, and I
want to know what your answer is.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Seecer. 1 decline to discuss, ander compulsion, where I have
sung, and who has sung my songs, that 1 have helped to write as well
as to sing them, and who olse has sung with me, and the people I have
known. I love my country very dearly and I greatly resent this impli-
cation that because some of the places that I have sung and some of
the people that I have known, and some of my opinions, whether they
are religious or philosophical, or I might be a vegetarian, making me
any less of an American. I will tell you about my songs, but I am not
interested in telling you who wrote them and I will tell you about my
songs, and I am not interested in who listened to them.

Mr. Tavenner. According to the Daily Worker there was a con-
ference program of the Civil Rights Congress on April 2, 1949, at
which you were one of the performers.

On August 27, 1949, the People’s Artists presented a summer musi-
cale at Lakeland Acres picnic grounds, Peekskill, N. Y., for the benefit
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of the Harlem chapter of the Civil Rights Congress, at which you were
a participant. ) ‘

At another meeting of the Civil Rights Congress of New York,
around May 11,1946, you were a participant. )

Will you tell the committee, please, under what circumstances you
performed, because you have said that you sang at all sorts of meetings,
and now under what circumstances were your services acquired on
those occasions? ]

Mr. Szreer. My answer is the same as before, sir. 1 can only infer
from your lack of interest in my songs that you are actually scared to
know what these songs are like, because there ig nothing wrong with
Iy songs, sir. Do you know——

Mr. Somrrer. You said you want to talk about your songs, and
1 will give you an opportunity. Tell us what songs you sabg at Com-
munist Party meetings?

Mr. Seeeer. I will tell you about the songs that I have sung any-

lace. - ‘
P Mr. Somerer. I want to know the ones that you sang at Communist
Party meetings, because those are the songs about which we can 11~
quire. Just tell us onesong that you sang at a Communist Party meet-

%’Ir. Spreer. Mr. Scherer, it seems to me that you heard my testi-
mony, and that is a ridiculous question, because you know what my
answer is.

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. George Hall testified that the entertainment
that he engaged in at the instance of the Communist Party, and for the
Communist Party were not songs of a political character. He did
say, however, that he was expected by the (%ommunist Party to perform
in order to raise money for the Communist Party.

Now, did you, as Mr. Hall did, perform in order to raise money for
Communist Party causes ?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sercer. I don’t care what Mr. Hall says, and my answer is
the same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavenxer. That you refuse to answer !

Mr. Sercer. I have given my answer.

Mr. Scmerer. Was Mr. Hall telling the truth when he told the
committee about the entertainment he engaged in at the instance of
the Communist Party?

Mr. Seecer. I don’t feel like discussing what Mr. Hall said.

Mr. Tavenner. The American Committee for Yugoslav Relief has
been designated as a front organization. ‘According to the October 22,
1947, issue of the Daily People’s World, in California, Pete Seeger
headed the list of entertainers to appear at a picnic given by the
southern California chapter of that organization.

Did you participate in that program?

Mr. Secer. 1f you have 100 more photostats there, it seems silly
for me to give you the same answer 100 more times.

Mr. Tavexser. What is your answer ¢

Mr. Seecer. It isthe same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavenner. There are various peace groups in the country which
have utilized your services, are there not? :
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Mr. SeeeeEr. I have sung for pacifists and T have sung for soldiers.

Mr. Tavenner. According to the Daily Worker of September 6,
1940, you were scheduled as a singer at a mass meeting of American
Peace Mobilization at Turner’s Arena, in Washington, D. C.

What were the circumstances under which you were requested to
take part in that performance ?

Mr. Sezeger. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. TaveNNer. You were a member of the American Peace Mobil-
ization, were you not?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before.

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a delegate to the Chicago convention
of the American Peace Mobilization on September 5,1940°%

Mr. Sercer. My answer is the same as before.

Chairman WaLter. Isthat organization subversive?

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes.

Chairman Warter. What is the name of it?

Mr. Tavenner. American Peace Mobilization, and it was the be-
ginning of these peace organizations, back in 1940.

" Did you take part in the ‘American Peace Crusade program in Chi-
cago, in April of 1954 ¢

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before.

Of course, I would be curious to know what you think of a song
like this very great Negro spiritual, I'm Gonna Lay Down My Sword
and Shield, Down By the Riverside.

Mpr. Taven~er. That isnotatall responsive to my question.

Mr. Seearr. 1 gave you my answer before I even said that.

Mr. Tavenner. If you refuse to answer, 1 think that you should not
make a speech.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also perform a service for the California
Labor School in Los Angeles by putting on musical programs there?

Mr. Serger. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Tavexner. Did you teach in the California Labor School?

Mr. Seecer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr, Sceerer. 1 think for the record you should state whether the
California Labor School has been cited.

Mr. Tavenner. It has.

Mr, Scrrerer. As subversive and Communist dominated ¢

Mr. TavENNER. Yes, it hasbeen.

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Tavexyer. Did you also teach ab the Jefferson School of Social
Science here in the city of New York?

Mr. Sercer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr. Scuerer. 1 ask that you direct him to answer.

Chairman Warrer. 1 direct you to answer. Did you teach at the
Jefferson School here at New York?

Mr. Sercer. 1 feel very silly having to repeat the same thing over
and over again, but my answer is exactly the same as before, sir.

Chairman Warrer. Has the Jefferson School of Social Science
been cited ?

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and it has been required to register under the
1950 Internal Security Act.

Mr. Scuerer. There are a number of people here who tanght at
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Mr, Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic copy of

an article from the September 21, 1946 issue of the Daily Worker

which refers to music courses at Jefterson School, and I call attention
to the last sentence in the article wherein the name, Peter Seeger 1s
mentioned as a leader in one of the courses.

T ask that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 7.7

Chairman WarLter. It is received and so marked.

Why don’t you insert it in the record at this point, because there
can be no objection to inserting it.

Mr. Tavenner. 1insert it in the record at this point.

Serees Exuisrr No. 7
[Daily Worker, New York, Saturday, September 21, 19461

Music COURSES AT JEFFERSON ScHOOL

Three new courses in music will be offered by the Jefferson School of Hocial
Secience, 515 Avenue of the Americas, for the £all term beginning Sept. 30.

The music of Beethoven, a geries of 10 Tuesday evening forums, with records
and discussions, of representative works of the great creative epochs of Bee-
thoven's life, will be led by Irwm;‘l?rﬁundlieh. Mr. Freundlich is on the faculty
of the Julljard School of Musie.

Horace jGrenell, president of Young People’s Records, will lead a orkshop
course in Oreating Music. 7 /)w

‘A Peopde’s Songs Workshop, under the supervision of waldemap-Hille, former
professor of music at Elmhuzst College, will offer practical ses jons in writing
new songs and in selecting gnd editing songs for 1;mb1ieatiog?S The workshop
jeaders will include Herber (;Haufrecht, Peter Seeger, Lee Haﬂes, and others.

According to the March 18, 1948, issue of the Daily Worker, it is
indicated that you woyld entertain at a musical presented by the Jef-
ferson Workers Book Shop. ‘According to the November 25, 19438
jssue of the same paper you would perform also under the auspices
of the Jefferson School of Social Science. Also you were a partici-
pant in a program advertised in the Daily Worker of June 1, 1950,
put on by the Jefferson School of Social Science, and according to
an issue of February 15, 1954, of the same paper, you were expected
to play and lecture on songs and ballads in the Jefferson School.

Will you tell the committee, please, what were the circumstances
under which you engaged in those programs, ifyoudid?

Mr. Sezcer. My answer is the same as before, sir.

Mr, TavenNer. Did you also engage in performances for the Labor
Youth League in 1954

Mr. SgeGer. My answer is the same as before. Do you think that
I sing propaganda songs or something?

Mr. TaveNNER. In 1947, what was your connection with an organiza-
tion known as People’s Songs?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sgreer. I take the same answer as before regarding any organ-
ization or any association I have.

Chairman Warter. What was People’s Songs, Mr. Tavenner

Mr. TavenNer. People’s Songs was an organization which, accord-
ing to its issue of February and March 1947, was composed of a
number of persons on the Board of directors who have been called
before this committee or identified by this committee as members of
the Communist Party, and the purpose of which, from information
made available to the committee, was to extend services to the Com-
munist Party in its entertainment projects.
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Chairman Warrer. I Jon’t want to hear about it.

Mr. ScuErer. 1 think that there must be a direction to answer.

Chairman Warzer. Idirectyou to answer that question.

Mr. Seeeer. 1 have already given you my answer, sir.

Mr. Scaeres. Let me understand. You are not relying on the fifth
amendment, are you?

Mr. Sepcer. No, sir, although I do not want to in any wa discredit
or depreciate or depredate the witnesses that have used the fifth amend-
ment, and I simply feel it is improper for this committee to ask such
questlons.

Mr. Screrer. And then in answering the rest of the questions, or
in refusing to answer the rest of the questions, I understand that you

are not reTymg on the fifth amendment as a basis for your refusal to-

answer ?

Mr. Spraer. No, Iam not, sir.

Mr, Tavenner. 1 desire to offer the document in evidence and ask
that it be marked “Seeger Exhibit No. 2,” for identification only.

Chairman Warrer., Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. Tavesner. 1 have before me a photostatic copy of the May 4,
1949, issue of the Daily Worker, which has an article entitled “May
Day Smash Review Put on by Communist Cultural Division, On
Stage,” and the article was written by Bo ‘Reed. This article em-
phasizes 2 production called Now Is the Tine, and it says this:

Now is the Time was 4 hard hitting May Day ghew of songs and knife-edged

satire. New songs and film strips walloped the enemies of the people in what
the singers called “Aesoplan language.”

Then there is bracketed off in the article this paragraph:

Now Is the Time was a pard hitting May Day show of songs and knife-edged
gg;;c gsection of the cultural division of the Communist Party. Script by Lee

And other persons, including Peter Seeger. Leg Hays is recited to
be the MC, or master of cerelnonies. o "

Did you take part in this May Day program u \der the auspices of
the music section of the cultural division of the Communist Party?

Mr. Sercer. Mr. Chairman, the answer is the same as before.

Mr. Soszres. 1 think we haveto have a direction.

Chairman Warter. I direct you to answer the question.

Mr. Sercer. 1 have given you my answer, sir.

Mr. Tavenxer. Thearticle contains another paragraphas follows:

Thig performance of Now Is the Time was given in honor of the 12 indicted:

Communist Party leaders.
And then it continues with Bob Reed’s account of the show:
This reviewer has never seen a show which stirred its audience more. Add

up new material, fine personal and group performances, overwhelming audience-

response—the result was a significant advance in the people
Now is the Time is that rare phenomenon, a political show in which performers
and audience had a lot of fun. It should be repeated for large audiences.

Mr. Lee Hays was asked the question while he was on the witness.

stand as to whether or not he wrote that play and he refused to answer.
Do you know whether he was the originator of the seript? ‘
Mr. Serger. Do I know whether e was the originator of the seript?

Again my answer is the same. However, if you want to question me-

Sttt T o T wenld he olad to tell vou. sir.
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Chairman Warter. That is what you are being asked about now.
Mr. Tavenner. All right, T will ask you, but 1 would like to 1ntro-

duce that document in evidence and ask it to be marked «Seeger Exhibit

No. 8,” for identification only and to be made a part of the committee
files. ’
" Chairman Warter. Mark it and let it be received.

Mr. TavesNer. You said that you would tell us about the songs.
Did you participate in a program at Wingdale Lodge 1n the State of
New York, which is a summer camp for adults and children, on the
weekend of July Fourth of this year?

(Witness consulted with counsel.)

Mr. Sercer. Again, T say T will be glad to tell what songs I have

.ever sung, because singing 1s my business.

Mr. TavennNes. Iam going to ask you.
Mr. Sercer. But I decline to say who has ever listened to them, who
has written them, or other people who have sung them.

Mr. Tavexyer. Did you sing this song, to which we have referred,
«Now Is the Time,” at Wingdale Lodge on the weekend of July
Fourth?

Mr. Sexcer. 1 don’t know any song by that name, and I know a song
with za similar name. It 1is called Wasn’t That a Time. Is that the
song ¢

C%mirman Warter. Did you sing that song? .

Mr. Sercer. 1 can sing it, and 1 don’t know how well T can do 1t
without my banjo. .

Chairman Warter. I said, did you sing it on that occasion?

Mr. Secer. 1 have sung that song, and I am not going to go into
where T have sung it. 1 have sung it many places. )

Chairman WarTex. Did you sing it on this particular occasion ?
That is what you are being asked.

Mr. SErGER. Again my answer is the same.

Chairman WALTER. Y ou caid that you would tell us about it.

Mr. Sereer. I will tell you about the songs, but I am not going to
tell you or try to explain ]

Chairman Wavurer. I direct you to answer the question. Did you
sing this particular song on the Fourth of July at Wingdale Lodge
in New York?

Mr. Sercer. I have already given you my answer to that question,
and all questions such as that. I feel that is improper to ask about
my associations and opinions. Ihave said that T would be voluntarily
glad to tell you any song, or what T have done in my life.

Chairman Warter. I think it is my duty to inform you that we
don’t accept this answer and the others, and T give you an opportunity
now to answer these questions, particularly the last one.

Mr. Sgecer. Sir, my answer is always the same.

Chairman Warrer. All right, go ahead, Mr. Tavenner.

Mr. Tavexwer. Were you chosen by Mr. Elliott ullivan to take
part in the program on the weekend of July TFourth at Wingdale
Lodge?

Mr. Sercer. The answer js the same, sir.

Y
Mr. Wrrpnis. Was that the occasion of the satire on the Constitution

and the Bill of Rights?
Mr. TavenNer. The same occasion, yes, sir.



